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the plight of the numerous AIDS orphans and 
other abandoned children who were living in the 
slum.  They decided they needed to do what they 
could do to help the situation.  Itõs a slum of over 
600,000, so the need is immense. 

 What they could do was choose to rent out 
their home, rent a larger home, and take in ten 
kids.  These ten they would raise through college 
and pray that when they graduated, the Lord 
would call them back into the Methare Valley 
slum to serve those who live there.  While I was at 
their house, they brought in the ninth child, a 
young boy named David who was five, but about 
the size of a two-year-old due to severe 
malnourishment. He had been scrounging in 
garbage areas of the slum to try to find enough to 
eat.  I remember the wary and 
fearful look in his eyes as he 
came to the home and was 
immediately surrounded by 
the eight other laughing and 
boisterous kids. His first few 
meals at the Karausõ he ate as 
if heõd never see food again, 
guarding his plate with one 
arm, while he hurriedly 
shoveled it into his mouth 
with the other. Hereõs how 
David looks today. 

 Well, they found ten, but couldnõt stop 
there, so they actually have eleven living with 
them now. 

 A church in California learned of their 
hearts for these forgotten children and, inspired by 
their efforts, decided to raise money and open a 
second house.  This house opened about a year ago 
and is already filled with ten children.  My friends 
who travel there every summer have a vision to 
open ten homes, although my sense is when they  

Dear St. Peterõs Church Family, 

 A few years ago we held a concert in the 
sanctuary as a means to raise money for the organ 
pipe fund.  Sheridanõs own Karen Clift sang, 
accompanied by Sam Carabetta, a renowned 
organist from Washington, D.C.  A wonderful 
trumpet player named Gary Bordner joined them.   
It was a great evening filled with fantastic music, 
and we did end up raising some money for the 
organ pipe fund. 

 Last year, after we finished the installation 
of the new organ pipes, I wanted to do another 
concert to òshow off the new pipes,ó a reunion 
concert of sorts.  We found it difficult to find a 
time when all of the musicianõs schedules could 
align, so we postponed it for a while.  That 
decision proved to be fortuitous in that right 
around the time we were considering the concert, 
our house caught fire.  However, now we are back 
in our house, the schedules have aligned, and we 
have a good cause to rally around, so the show 
must go on! 

 Karen Clift will once again perform and 
she will be joined by Sam Carabetta on the organ.  
(Unfortunately, Gary is unable to make it.)  The 
concert will be held on Wednesday, September 
23, at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.  Tickets will be 
$30 and are available through the church office or 
at the WYO theater box office. (But itõs cheaper 
for us if you buy through the office . . .) 

 Now for the ògood causeó part.  A few 
years ago, I had the chance to travel to Nairobi, 
Kenya, with a good friend who does missionõs 
work there every summer.  We stayed at the home 
of a couple who have four grown kids.  Pastor 
Karau has been serving at a church in one of the 
larger slums in Nairobi for over 20 years.  A few 
years ago, he and his wife were despondent over  
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 get to ten, theyõll want to do more.  Thatõs kind 
of the way they are. 

 We have the chance to get in on this deal.  
The Diocese has given every congregation in 
Wyoming $12,000 to do some missionõs work.  
They also offer grants for up to $50,000 for 
missions.  (Weõll be sending in a grant proposal 
this month.)  With the mustard seed money and 
the grant request, we have a new home half-way 
funded.  It just so happens that the Karaus are in 
the United States visiting churches and 
supporters (and their son who lives on the East 
Coast).  They were travelling from Colorado 
Springs to Missoula and happened to be available 
on September 23.  It just so happens that we are 
half-way between Colorado Springs and 
Missoula.  They will join us on that night, and 
you will have the chance at the concert to hear 
from them.  (Weõll have a coffee and desert 
reception in the parish hall following the concert 
so that you will have the opportunity to ask 
additional questions if youõd like.) 

 The apostle James wrote, òReligion that 
God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is 
this: to look after orphans and widows in their 
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted 
by the world. ò  (Jas 1:27) 

 My hope is that weõll have a wonderful 
time of fellowship, enjoy an incredible evening of 
world-class music, and have the chance to 
participate in what God is doing in the slums of 
Nairobi.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to call the church office.  I look forward to 
seeing you at the concert! 

By Grace, 

 

Kevin Jones 
Rector   

Rest eternal, grant to these, O Lord; 

and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We remember: 

Robert Ernst 

Shirley Jean Groshart 

Harriet Hazel McManus 

Elsie Thayer  

 

May their souls, and all the souls of all the 

faithfully departed,  through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE ELECTION OF A NEW BISHOP 

 

Eternal God, our sovereign Creator, Redeemer 

and Guide, in your mercy give your Church in 

the Diocese of Wyoming a shepherd after your 

own heart who will walk in your ways and, with 

loving care, watch over your people. 

   

Grant us a leader with your vision and a teacher 

of your truth, so your Church may be built up 

and your name glorified; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

The Search Committee has published 
the new Profile for the Diocese of 
Wyoming. To view the Profile, go to 
www.wyomingbishopsearch.com.   
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Please pray 
daily for our 

Vestry 
members and 

for their 
ministry to St. 
0ÅÔÅÒȭÓȢ 

 

 Upon acceptance this year as a new Vestry member, Kevinôs direction has 
been vigilant for all of us to establish or continue our own personal ministry.  More 
than likely oneôs own ministry will not be the typical evangelical pursuit but one 
within our sphere of influence, tapping upon oneôs attributes or areas of interest. 

 Having been a professional golfer for most of my life and introduced to a 
Christian pursuit through a Bible study group while on tour, my knowledge and 
performance of the game is an easy avenue to reach people.  Many people 
generously helped me attain the level of success that I enjoyed and I feel it 
important to continue on that assistance to others. 

Both the PGA and Nationwide golf tours are closely connected with the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes.  Specifically, the FCA Golf Ministry conducts 
approximately 25 golf camps throughout the summer, combining golf instruction, 
fellowship and Bible study.  I have been associated with the Rocky Mountain FCA 
Sports camp for almost ten years, and in the last two years I have been the lead golf 
instructor for the week-long camp. 

The Rocky Mountain FCA Sports camp is not limited to just golf but 
includes all other sports too (football, basketball, track, cross country, volleyball, 
tennis, soccer, and swimming).  For the last three years Wyoming FCA has 
conducted the camp at Black Hills State in Spearfish hosting 250 athletes and 40 
coaches from many western states.   The week consists of instruction time and,  
more importantly, morning, noon, and evening fellowship.  The fellowship activity 
is comprised of guest speakers, skits, rock band performances, testimonials, Bible 
study, and prayer. 

The athletes range in age from 13 to 17, and they are broken up into 
smaller huddles of around 10 to 12 each.  Typically, I have two huddle groups of 
golfers to work with for the week.  Most of the participants are not great golfers, 
but they are eager to learn and have some fun.  As the week progresses, there are 
many opportunities to share about acceptance of Jesus Christ, faith in God, and 
the comfort of leading a Christian life.  The emotions of the week build, and itôs 
wonderful to see Godôs work among the kids. 

As you can imagine, these kids (and virtually everyone else) have struggles 
in life, which gives me the opportunity to share with them some of my favorite 
verses.  Proverbs 3:5-6 is one: ñTrust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding.  In all ways, acknowledge Him and He will make your 
paths straight.ò Another one is James 1:2-4: ñConsider it pure joy when you face 
trials of many kinds, because the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  
Perseverance must finish its work, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking 
nothing.ò 

I provide you this information to let you know what is going on in our 
region. We all have our own ministries, and I encourage you to continue your 
leadership in Christ. 

Jim Benepe 
Vestry  
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VESTRY MEMBERS 
2009 

Debbie Ebia   
Senior Warden 

Cara Nicholls  
Junior Warden 

Jim Benepe  
Gary  Benson 
Maria Black 
Mike Board 
John Chase 
Jack Fritz 

Theresa Miller 
M. V. Morton 
Randy Stout 
Diana York  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE VESTRY 
MEETS ON THE 

THIRD MONDAY 
OF THE MONTH  
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 Well first I would like to thank St. Peterôs Episcopal Church for allowing me to come on board 
their staff this summer and participate in the youth program. You have a great staff here at St. Peterôs. 
Everyone really works well together, and I loved observing these relationships grow through the summer. 
I was extremely pleased to be with such great people. It was a great experience and one I will never forget.  
 
 I believe I really had the opportunity to experience what it feels like to have a group of your own 
to lead through their problems and through just life in general. Andy really stepped back and let me write 
the devotionals and plan the game time. It was also great at the beginning of the summer when Andy was 
on vacation I could really have the full youth leader experience. I was taking kids out for coffee and really 
starting the relationships that will hopefully last forever. Many kids at youth group made an impact on my 
life, and I pray that I had the same effect on them. 
 
 A couple weeks ago we were able to take the kids up to Great Falls to a music festival. It went as 
well, if not better, than Andy and I planned. The water park was unfortunately closed, but with this 
group of kids, it didnôt really matter. Everyone I believe had a great time just doing random activities. The 
church we stayed at accommodated us quite well. Some of the best memories we made were probably just 
hanging at the church. We wrapped up the weekend with a bible study on the Ten Commandments. We 
focused mainly on not taking the Lordôs name in vain. We hear our Lordôs name taken in vain numerous 
times daily, and often overlook this. We thought it would be great to see what the kids thought about 
this, or even if they noticed it. We also spoke briefly on the fact that earth is not our final resting place, 
and that God has a great place designed for us to live eternally, if we only accept his free grace. I am not 
sure if some of the kids realized this or not, but it was nice to speak about Godôs omnipresent love for his 
people (kids). 

 As a final thought, I would like to thank Andy for inviting me this summer to be a part of his 
youth world. It was unforgettable, and a wonderful experience. I would also like to thank Kevin, Gail, 
and Shannon for being such amazing kind people. 

God Bless,  
Josh Law 

       
The Menôs Spiritual Discussion Group will resume on Thursday, October 8th, in the Parish Hall, 
beginning with a continental breakfast at 6:30 a.m. We will be using Rick Warrenôs Book ñThe Pur-
pose Drive Life.ò Please call me (Rev. Mo Campbell) at 674-9753 if you have a problem securing the 
book.  



6 

Crossed Keys 

MOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS  
AN OUT-REACH MINISTRY WELCOMED BY ST. PETERôS 

 
 I am writing to spur on the enthusiasm for Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) organization in the Sheridan 
community.  After thirteen years of a growing day-MOPS Chapter, I am thrilled to announce that we are starting a 
second group, the Sheridan Evening MOPS Chapter, chartered by St. Peterôs Episcopal Church.  Sheridan Evening 
MOPS was created to enrich the lives of mothers who are unable to attend the day MOPS group due to work, 
schooling or otherwise.  At a MOPS meeting, weôll have dinner together, listen to a speaker on a relative topic, and/or 
participate in a creative activity, and have time for discussion.  The evening MOPS Chapter meets every 2nd and 4th 
Monday of the month, September through May, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., and is scheduled to start up September 14th, 
2009, with a registration kick-off at Marshall Park.   
 
What is MOPS? 
 "MOPS stands for Mothers of Preschoolers. MOPS International exists to meet the needs of every mom - 
urban, suburban and rural moms, stay-at-home and working moms, teen, single and married moms - moms with 
different lifestyles who all share a similar desire to be the very best moms they can be! MOPS recognizes that the years 
from infancy through kindergarten are foundational in a mother-child relationship and are filled with unique needs."  
MOPS International 
 
Why MOPS? 
 ñMOPS is a place that gets moms - their unique needs, challenges and joys - in this vital season of early 
mothering.  Every mom is welcomed, accepted and challenged to reach her potential and recognize her influence, with 
her family and her world.  A MOPS group is an open, accepting place for all mothers of preschoolers to come just as 
they are to experience authentic community, personal growth, practical help and spiritual hope.  At MOPS Christian 
faith is lived out through relationships that develop in an open, accepting environment.  These relationships provide 
an opportunity to communicate the hope of Jesus Christ, moving momôs one step closer to Jesus on their spiritual 
journey.ò MOPS International 
 
 Father Kevin and the Women of St. peters have been very supportive throughout the start-up process!  I am 
now asking for your support.  If you are interested in this ministry, please contact me.  We are still seeking two warm, 
loving nursery care providers and one to two more Mentor Moms.  ñA mentor is someone who walks a few steps 
ahead of us.  At MOPS, she brings perspective on mothering, womanhood and relationships, based on biblical 
principles and her own life experienceéò MOPS International 
 
 More importantly, we ask that you support us through prayer. Our biggest prayer request is that God would 
direct the hearts of mothers, who could use the practical and spiritual support, to walk through the doors of a MOPS 
meeting and be blessed by this out-reach organization; some, very possibly, the first time they walk through the doors 
of a church. In my experience with MOPS, God has shown he is faithful and in control of this ministry and we expect 
no less for this evening MOPS group.  Thank you for your support! 
 
Theresa Miller 
674-4194 
www.sheridaneveningmops.com 

Did you know that every fourth Sunday of every month, at 10:30 A.M., Deacon Liz Shelton leads services at 
Westview Healthcare Center?  She is joined by musician Hazel Black at the piano.  This service is open to anyone 
who would like to attend. 
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In the last month, we have experienced sudden and difficult losses in our church community. The tragic 
deaths of Bob Ernst and Becca Notti have caused many people to wonder where God is in the midst of 
our pain. Isaiah 53:3-4 describes the Messiah as such:  

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one 

from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  Surely he took up 

our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, 

and afflicted. 

From this we understand God as the transcendent one who  can relate to us because he knows suffering. 
He has experienced grief and he is the one who ñcarries our sorrows.ò 

That same passage continues, òBut he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.ó (Isa 53:5). By choosing to 
enter into our world in bodily form, God tasted the pain, anguish and sorrow we all feel in life.  In Jesusô 
choice to take upon himself the punishment we deserved, God identifies with human pain, and by the 
same act, provides for us peace.  Though we experience pain, God does not insist that we endure it 
alone.  He accompanies us there.  His very presence provides us a peace born of God and, by Godôs 
grace, delivered to us. Jesus reiterates Godôs offer of peace when he invites us to òTake my yoke upon you 

and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy 

and my burden is light.ó (Mt 11:29-30).    

As we find ourselves overwhelmed by loss and sorrow, it is good to know the God who knows our pain 
and longs to share our burden.  

 

 In  life, September signals either "re-beginnings" of activities or "new beginnings" of first time commitments, 
and, for me, it is time of renewed friendships with those whom I've missed over the summer months. 

 It is my pleasure to again make "a joyful noise unto the Lord" with the young voices of 7-UP Club and with the 
assistance of Theo Powers and accompanist Fritz Kehrwald.  We hope to begin practices on Sunday morning, September 
20, in preparation for an Offertory  in mid-October.  

 In April I was elected chaplain for the Diocesan Episcopal Church Women (ECW), and  I recently returned 
from a board retreat weekend in Kaycee.  Great plans are underway for the 2010 Wyoming ECW Spring Conference.  
The guest speaker will be Fredrica Harris Thompsett.   

 My  personal thanks to all of you who produced approximately fifty shawls in the past year for St. Peter's Prayer 
Shawl Ministry.  You are fantastic! If you know of someone whom you would like to give a blessed shawl to, please let 
me know.   

 St. Margaret's Guild will begin regular monthly meetings again on Wednesday, September 16, at 7 P.M.  in the 
Parish Hall. Our own Ethelyn St. John will present a program on the lives and times of the rectors of St. Peter's.   

FHS, 

Roberta ñBertò Thompson  

674-8578  

robrick@fiberpipe.net 
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OFFICE HOURS 

9 A.M. to NOON 
1 P.M.  to 4 P.M. 

MONDAY THRU  FRIDAY 

The Reverend Kevin Jones Rector                 461-0237 
The Reverend John Meyer Assisting Priest, Retired          673-4492 
The Reverend Liz Shelton Deacon   674-8934 
The Reverend Mo Campbell Deacon   674-9753 
Andy Menth  Youth Director  751-5625 
Gail Boyer   Treasurer   674-7655 
Debbie Ebia  Senior Warden  674-8920 
Cara Nicholls  Junior Warden  672-6573 
Theo Powers  7-UP Club   
Margie Gustafson   Nursery 
Jeannene McKnight  Organist 
Fritz Kehrwald  Choir Accompanist 
Kelly Miller-Smart   Choir Director  


