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While I believe that some of those blessings are 
available for us now, in order for us to receive the 
complete fullness of them, we will have to wait.  That 
is where our faith, the “being sure of what we hope 
for,” needs to counteract the longing we have for 
immediate spiritual gratification.   And yet, Paul gives 
us a picture of how some of those blessings impact our 
lives here and now.  He continues: 
 

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation as you come to know 
him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are 
the riches of his glorious inheritance among 
the saints, and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power for us who believe. 
(Eph 1:17-18) 

 
Praying this prayer is my New Year’s resolution.  I 
intend to pray it for myself and my family, for you, for 
people I meet who don’t know the Lord, for the 
diocese, for Sheridan, for the world, for 2010.  I believe 
that God desires to answer this prayer and that his 
answer in our lives will produce hearts of discipleship 
in us that will radically shape our lives and our 
community.  I invite you to join me in praying this 
prayer for 2010.  I’ll make sure we post it in some places 
where we’ll all be reminded. 
 
God’s richest blessings in Christ to you throughout 
2010! 
 
By Grace, 

 
Kevin Jones 
  

 

 

 

Dear St. Peter’s Church Family, 

 
Happy New Year!  I hope that the start to 2010 has 
been a healthy one for each of you.  I have been 
reflecting on my own resolutions and the scriptures 
and have landed in Ephesians.  Paul writes: 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and 
blameless before him.  He destined us in 
love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, to the 
praise of his glorious grace which he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved.  (Eph 1:3-6) 

 
Admittedly, there are many times when we don’t 
experience the fullness of joy inferred in Paul’s 
description of “every spiritual blessing.”  However, I 
find that in most instances it is because I am looking 
for those blessings here instead of allowing my faith to 
work for me.  Faith involves believing that something 
we have not quite taken hold of yet is still real, 
effective, and sure.  As the writer of Hebrews states in 
chapter 11 and verse 1, “Now faith is being sure of what 
we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  In 
order for us to find strength in Paul’s assertion that we 
have been blessed with every spiritual blessing, we 
must also understand that those blessings are located 
“in the heavenly places.” 
 
Repeatedly throughout Ephesians 1 Paul states that 
we are “in Christ.”  His point is that nowhere else are 
we able to find the blessings of God he describes.   
Since Jesus has taken his place of honor and glory at 
the right hand of God the Father, our blessings 
originate there with him.  In order for us to live in 
those blessings, we must live in Christ.  We must look 
for those blessings in Christ. 
 
This is the nature of our struggle.  We are 
dichotomous.  We live on earth but have been 
promised blessings in heaven.   What we really want is 
the heavenly blessings on earth.  This mindset can lead 
to periodic disappointment and frustration with God. 
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Rest eternal, grant to them, O Lord; 

and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We remember: 

James L. Benepe Jr. 

Mary McEwan 

May their souls, and all the souls of all the faithfully 

departed,  through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

PRAYER FOR THE ELECTION OF A NEW BISHOP 

Eternal God, our sovereign Creator, Redeemer 

and Guide, in your mercy give your Church in the 

Diocese of Wyoming a shepherd after your own 

heart who will walk in your ways and, with loving 

care, watch over your people.   

Grant us a leader with your vision and a teacher 
of your truth, so your Church may be built up and 

your name glorified; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

  
 
  
 Last month I told you how our youth were 
studying the gospels to learn more about Jesus.  Two 
weeks ago we started the book of Luke and are planning 
on reading through it.  Starting Luke this month was a 
great way to kick off Christmas with the students.  This 
last Sunday night at youth group we were in Luke 2, 
which is the chapter of Jesusõ birth. 

 I started our study by asking them what was the 
longest amount of miles they had traveled in one day.  
One of our students shared that he had backpacked 
about 20 miles one day and that had exhausted him 
completely. I then asked how much harder would that 
be to do for three more days straight?  Most of the 
students agreed that they would not like to do that.  I 
thought this was the perfect time to put in perspective 
the journey that Mary and Joseph had to travel while 
Mary was pregnant. We decided that their travels would 
be like going from Buffalo to Gillette, Wyoming, in a 
steady pace of 20 miles a day.  I thought for sure at this 
point that most of the students could understand what 
an exhaustive trip this would have been. It was at that 
point a girl raised her hand and said òYes, but Mary had 
a donkey.ó  Now Iõve never ridden a donkey while 
pregnant but I have walked with my wife through Wal 
Mart to pick up a few groceries. I reassured the group 
that donkey or no donkey this must have been an 
extremely hard trip to make.  The rest of the evening we 
spent reading and acting out parts of Luke 2. This has 
been a great way for the scriptures to come to life and 
they have come up with some funny skits that we will 
remember for a long time.  

 This winter and spring we plan to read through the 
rest of Luke.  My hope for the students is that they will 
come to know Jesus better and their faith will grow as 
they come to know why God sent his son here for us.  
Please pray for our students; some of them are hearing 
this for the first time. Please pray that God will impact 
their lives and the scriptures will come alive as we study 
them. 

 
God bless, 
Andy Menth 
 

 

The Search Committee has published 
the new Profile for the Diocese of 
Wyoming. To view the Profile, go to 
www.wyomingbishopsearch.com.   

ANNUAL MEETING 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2010 

 St. Peterõs annual meeting will be held after the 
10 oõclock service at  noon in the Parish Hall on 
Sunday, January 31, beginning with a light lunch.  

 In addition to voting for new vestry members, 
junior and senior wardens, and the annual budget, 
we will decide our delegates to the electing 
convention for the new bishop of Wyoming.  

 We greatly appreciate your attendance and 
participation at this meeting. 

The Year is closed, the record made, 
The last deed done, the last word said. 
The memory alone remains 
Of all its joys, its griefs, its gains. 
And now with purpose full and clear, 
We turn to meet another year. 

~~Robert Browning 

Jr. EYC meets at 7 P.M . Wednesdays 
& 

Sr. EYC meets at 7 P.M . Sundays  
in the Parish Hall basement. 

For more information,  
contact Andy Menth at 674-7655. 
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Happy New Year to Everyone! 

 Traditionally in the United States of America on New Yearõs Day, we announce a New Year Resolution. I start my 

diet . . . Some years the diet has been successful and some years the diet not so successful. What has been your New Year 

Resolution and how successful have you been?  Whatever the answer, you are not alone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What a list! Is one of the items your New Year Resolution? I ask you this because I have an idea. Letõs put dieting 

under a microscope and analyze what we see. We might see lots of food items, a variety of serving portions, vitamins, teas, 

dieting books, etc. I do not mean to bore you; your diet might be under control. What if we put your Resolution under the 

microscope? What would we see? I know that whatever item you put under the microscope it, too, will break down into a 

lot of individual items, and that is where I am going. 

 Do you announce your New Year Resolution before you take time to analyze it? I have done that very thing for 

many years, and this year my Resolution will be under the microscope, thereby opening my eyes to the reasons I may fail. 

There is already a tugging in my heart for an item that needs improvement in my life. 

 I encourage you to pick your New Year Resolution soon in order to put it under the microscope. Once under the 

microscope, search for the portion that you need to change in order to reach your goal. First, God in his greatness 

through the Holy Spirit will help you with discernment. Second, you can confess and ask for forgiveness and guidance in 

the Name of Jesus for each and every microscopic particle.  

 Letõs watch together for great things to happen in our lives. 

God bless you, 

Diana York 

V ESTRY M EMBERS 2009 

Debbie Ebia * Senior Warden *** Cara Nicholls * Junior Warden 
Jim Benepe * Gary  Benson * Maria Black * Mike Board * John Chase * Jack Fritz  

Theresa Miller *  M. V. Morton * Randy Stout * Diana York  

 
THE V ESTRY MEETS ON  THE  THIRD  M ONDAY  OF THE  MONTH  

I will be . . .  

 a better parent, 

 a better spouse, 

 a better child, 

 a better neighbor, 

 a better friend, 

 a better housekeeper, 

 a better coworker; 

I will not . . .  

 gossip, 

 live immorally; 

I will stop . . .  

 drinking, 

 swearing, 

 smoking, 

 overeating; 

I will attend church regularly; 

I will not be . . .  

 abusive, 

 selfish. 

   

In years past we have had a fund for Altar flowers. That fund has 

now been exhausted, and we have openings for flower memorials. If 
you are interested in sponsoring Sunday Altar flowers in memory of 

loved ones or in thanksgiving for someone or something God has 

done, please contact either Vesta Gale (672-8433 or 
vestagale@msn.com) or Shannon at the church office (674-7655 or 

stpeterssheridan@gmail.com). 



 

Andy Menth       Youth Director  
Gail Boyer         Treasurer  
Shannon Conraads       Parish Secretary  
Debbie Ebia        Senior Warden 
Cara Nicholls       Junior Warden  
Theo Powers        7-UP Club  
  

     Margie Gustafson    Nursery 
     Jeannene McKnight    Organist 
     Fritz Kehrwald               Choir  Accompanist 
     Kelly Miller-Smart     Choir Director 
     Suzie Schatz-Benson          Assôt Choir Director 
     Jessie Odom     Assôt Choir Director  
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 The word epiphany comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, which means appearance 
or manifestation. It is an important word for liturgical churches. Epiphany is observed 
annually on January 6, the 12th day of Christmas. It refers to the wise men, who were the 
first Gentiles to see the manifestation of Godõs appearance in the baby Jesus. The season 
of Epiphany runs from January 6 until Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.  
  
 The central significance of Epiphany is that Christ came as the Light of the World, 
not just for the Jews but for Gentiles as well. Christõs light is for all.  
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