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RECTOR’S REPORT TO THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Dear St. Peter’s Church Family,

2009 has come and gone and we continue to
experience God’s grace and faithfulness to us as a body
of believers with the vision of engaging one another,
engaging our community, and engaging the world with
the gospel.

I have been impressed by how our vision
statement, which was developed in the Fall of 2008,
coincides with the highlights from this past year’s
ministry. We continue to engage one another around
the scriptures through small group bible studies and
through our Sunday worship services. The vestry has
been focused on discovering avenues of individual
ministry involvement and has been successful in
exploring different aspects of how they might be
called to serve the Lord. As a body we spent several
months studying the Psalms, the prayer book of the
people of Israel, in order to further strengthen our
vision to engage one another around prayer.  The
Sunday evening service continues to blossom and we
have seen our average Sunday attendance numbers at
the other two services remain steady while the evening
service numbers increase.

St. Peter's has a long history of spiritual
leadership for the Sheridan community. Through the
long tenured ministries and active local involvement of
prior rectors including Donald Smith, Ray Clark, and
Dave Duprey, St. Peter’s has gained the perception of
being a source of strength when local and national
crises arise. This year we once again had the
opportunity to provide some leadership for the
community in the wake of the tragic death of our
beloved Bob Ernst. Ican say that [ am fiercely proud of
the way our church community handled the range of
emotions accompanying that event, as well as how you
all have continued to love and care for Linda and the
rest of her family. The true test of character is revealed
by our response to intense pressure and uncertainty,
and you have defined yourselves as the grace-filled and
compassionate body, which we desire to be. Well
done!

This is not the only way in which St. Peter’s has
impacted our community. Our hope is that each
church member has the opportunity and support to
examine what specific gifts the Lord has equipped him
or her with in order to serve. Having received and
recognized these gifts, we want to then find whatever
it is we can do to release each member to serve Christ
in our community or in the world. As one looks around
the sanctuary on any given Sunday it is easy to spot
those who volunteer in various local ministries such as
Habitat for Humanity, Lunch Together, the new
Christmas outreach program, the Red Door, the
Greenhouse project and the various ministries of
Volunteers of America. This is a mere sample of the
ways in which St. Peter’s people are using their gifts to
share the love of Christ in and around Sheridan.

But our involvement in ministry beyond our doors
doesn’t end there. Last year we again built three
houses through the ministry of Casas por Cristo. Our
plan for this coming year is to build 4 more, including
one which the Youth Group will build in early June.
We continue to have members involved in medical
missions trips to Pina Palmera. Other members are
actively involved in missions work in the Philippines.
Finally, we are moving closer to having the funds to
start a home for orphans in Nairobi, Kenya. It is so
healthy for us to be involved in the work God is doing
world-wide. Every opportunity we take to extend
ourselves to those outside of our country but inside the
family of God expands our compassion towards our
brothers and sisters in the Lord and helps us grow in
our maturity in Christ.

My continuing education this year revolved
around the mission’s trips to Juarez. This coming year
I will be attending a seminar on church growth and
traveling to Israel for my continuing education.

Personally, this past year has been challenging and
demanding, but full of growth, as a result. It is so good
to be back in our home. The ten months we were
displaced has truly given us gratitude for the gifts God
has given to us. We continue to be amazed at God’s
provision for us and his careful attention to our lives.

We have continued on at St. Peter’s without the



means to hire an associate priest. I only feel able to
continue to manage this position, due to the faith-
fulness of Fr. John, Liz Shelton and Mo Campbell.
They do excellent work on a weekly basis by providing
pastoral care for our members who are in the hospital,
in assisted care facilities, or shut-in. I believe we all
owe these three, as well as all who function as Lay
FEucharistic Ministers, a tremendous amount of
gratitude for their selfless service.

Change is inevitable in life. The economic
conditions present a very immediate challenge to us as
we head into a new budget year. In addition, this year
the diocese of Wyoming will elect a new bishop.
While I dont imagine this election will have too
dramatic an effect on the day to day activities around
St. Peter’s, there will surely be some elements of this
transition that will make some impact upon our
communal life together. I feel confident that the
faithfulness to the gospel that has marked this place
for so many years will continue to guide our hearts and
our obedience to the Lord in 2010 and in the years to
come. My pledge to you is that we will continue
forward in Christ, regardless of what changes may
come our way.

By Grace,

foee o

Kevin Jones
Rector

T In addition to the annual report, I wanted to offer
some information about Lent and upcoming events,
which will take place in February.

First off, the Youth will once again be cooking a
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. Last year the meal was
terrific, and the youth did a great job of adding some fun
and tasty twists to the normal pancakes. Chocolate
chips, bananas, and various fruits were available to suit
your particular pancake desires. Andy has assured me
that this year will also feature the normal pancake, as
well as some creative innovations. Dinner begins
Tuesday, February 16, at 6:00 p.m. in the parish hall and
everyone is welcome. There is no agenda, other than the
enjoyment of one another’s company and some good

food.

Our Ash Wednesday services will be February 17 at
7:00 am., Noon, and 7:.00 p.m. in the sanctuary. The
following Wednesday (February 24) at 6:00 p.m. we will
begin our annual Lenten Soup Supper series. This year
we will focus on prayer. We will look at several prayers
from the scriptures and hopefully see our own prayer

lives strengthened as a result of seeing how these faithful
people sought the Lord.

We will be hosting a couple of events for the youth.
The first is an informational meeting for any youth
interested in the June trip to Juarez and the parents of
those youth. We will discuss passports, fundraising,
safety, and other concerns that come up. This meeting
will be on Sunday, February 14, at 4:14 p.m.

The other Youth event is an acolyte training. We
are looking for any youth currently in 4™ grade or higher
who have never been trained as acolytes but who are
interested in serving the church in this capacity. This
training will be Sunday, February 21, immediately after
the 10:00 service. If your child is interested in getting
trained as an acolyte, but you can’t make it to this
training, please let me know and we’ll arrange another
time.

Finally, the candidates who are finalists for the
Bishop’s position in the Diocese of Wyoming will be
coming through Sheridan. The tentative date for this
meeting is Sunday, February 28. We will begin with
dinner with the candidates at 7:00 p.m. We'd like as
many St. Peter’s people as possible to turn out on this
evening. To gain more information about the candidates
and read their answers to some essay questions visit

www.wyomingbishopsearch.com
and click on “Documents.”
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PRAYER FOR THE ELECTION OF A NEW BISHOP

Eternal God, our sovereign Creator, Redeemer and
Guide, in your mercy give your Church in the Diocese
of Wyoming a shepherd after your own heart who will
walk in your ways and, with loving care, watch over

your people.

Grant us a leader with your vision and a teacher of your
truth, so your Church may be built up and your name

glorified; through Jesus Chyrist our Lord. Amen.

Rest eternal, grant to them, O Lord;
and let light perpetual shine upon them.
We remember:

LARRY WAYNE “GUS” GUSTAFSON
CHARLES J. Luszcz
ALFRED FLANIGAN

May their souls, and all the souls of all the faithfully
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

.I.

THE RED DOOR is in need of good quality donations
of house wares, books, decorative items, and toys.
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YOUTH MINISTER'S ANNUAL REPORT

About seven years ago our youth went on a
backpacking trip in the mountains. On that trip a sixth-
grade student, who had been taunting a pack goat, was
kicked by it in the groin. This last summer that same
student, along with the largest group of graduating
students I have worked with, moved on to college and
work.

This was the same group of kids who went to
Mexico on a mission trip and, on our way home, had to
stand in the blazing sun at a gas station while I did a bag
search (111 end that
kids on every youth trip got kicked out of a water park. I
learned that it was punishment enough for the offenders
to sit at the entrance of the water park in a dirt pile in a
wet swimsuit for three hours while their friends were
inside having a good time.

Sometime during their time in high school, a
handful of these students made some major changes.
The changes were drastic enough that these students
stopped getting kicked out of water parks. Eventually,
some of our teaching and time spent with them made a
difference in their lives. = More importantly, their
relationship with Jesus became a priority.

This is now the group that is teaching and caring for
our junior high groups. Two of them help me almost
every Wednesday night with the junior high program, and
another one is the junior high youth leader at a church
here in town. Two of them have started a senior high and
college group that meets weekly to study scripture and to
hold each other accountable in different areas of their
lives. They are also some of the same students who
mentor many of our senior high students on their own
time between going to college and working. They
belonged to one of the hardest and most rewarding group
of students I have worked with in the fifteen years I have
been working with youth.

The large number of students graduating has had a
huge ripple effect in our student attendance and moral.
For the few months of fall we focused on many short
weekend trips to build friendships and new student
leaders. This has been a success in our senior high
group! Lately, the students have been making the group
their own and attendance has been consistent. We are
planning to go to Juarez, Mexico, this summer on a youth
mission trip followed a month later by our famous
Sonshine music trip to Minnesota. In the past, these
trips have had a life-altering effect on our students, and
we are praying that these trips will provide a similar
experience for the new group.

For the past six years I have had the privilege of
having Dorothy Goodwin’s
Dorothy is a teenager at heart and is a great asset to our
youth ministry. I use Dorothy as an example on a regular

basi s. Many ti mes | hear
help with those teenagers
my age.’ My response is,
you! Right now we are in need of more committed,

responsible adults to help with our students, although at
this point I would probably take you. If you are
interested in going out for a free cup of coffee, I would
love to talk to you about our youth program and explain
how you can help St Peter

story
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Although this year feels like I am starting all over
again in youth ministry I know I have a strong church
family here at St Peter
support and encouragement in our youth program. It
sure makes my job easier.

God bless,
Andy
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[ l ove St Peter’s <ch
Peter’s church, I me an
wonderful services we celebrate during the year, but I
altsqhermgan 1At
and the carpet, the stained glass windows, the chapel, the
bell tower and the beautiful pine trees. During a
conversation with my son-in-law several years ago, I
mentioned this and he sort of challenged me in a friendly
manner, telling me that we as Christians should find God
not “only at church,”
agreed with him, and we had a nice conversation about
how we both find the won
places, but especially in the mountains skiing, horseback
riding, fishing or campi
exists only for one hour on Sunday.

I enjoy history and especially Wyoming and
Sheridan history. The historical buildings and knowing
of the people in the
which plays a prominent place in the history of Sheridan,
beginning when Bishop Ethlebert Talbot in 1887, arriving
here by stagecoach, introduced himself to a Mr. Lyman
Brooks while eating in the dining room of the Windsor
Hotel. During the conversation he then informed Mr.
Brooks that he was appointing him as the first senior
warden of the Episcopal church that he planned to build
here. On April 2, 1891, Archdeacon John E. Sulger led the
first Episcopal service to be held in Sheridan. Our
present St Peter's bui
thought . . . maybe we should be planning a 100-year
celebration for next year . . . excuse the small digression),
this building replaces the original wooden building
which had served for 20 years.

Surrounded by 17 stained glass windows, the bricks
and wood trimming, I often feel the history of the past
members of our congregation and how well they have
cared for our place of worship. The windows, which
depict not only biblical themes but also American and
Wyoming  historical themes, are unique and
irreplaceable. I do believe we should keep God in our
lives wherever we find ourselves, but, I have to admit, I
sincerely am thankful for the gift of our wonderful
“Church.”

Gary Benson

VeSUY wi t h

the youth groups

We welcome new vestry members Laura
Galwiag, Asgi YGilbérd, Lisa Nicholls, ahd #itk
PdrkisonC and) we textehd duidraditude ® olitgdifgl

Nicholls, and Randy Stout for their four years of
selfless service.

Delegates to the 2010 Convention of the
Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming are Laure Galloway,
Angie Gilbert, Rick Parkison, and Marcus York.

vouth groups I n 2010.
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ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
ONE SOUTH TSCHIRGI STREET
SHERIDAN, WY 82801

Traditionally, the Christian church has observed the seven weeks before Ei

time of penitence and spiritual seamination.

Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent, derives its name fis
ancient practice of marking the foreheads of worshipers with ashes from the unu
branches of the previous year. Ashes historically have had a dual significance.
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First, they are Old Testament symbols of sadness and humility. Job, in the miust ol February 17, 2010
al his troubles, cried out to God from the ash heap. ’

The second symbolic meaning of ashes is as a reminder of our mortality. Each of us
faces the inevitability of physical death. Our bodies and material possessions eventually

Holy Eucharist
and

will turn to dust and ashes. This is a reminder that we dare not trust in things that Imposition of Ashes
crumble. But Lent does not leave us on the ash heap. It begins with Ash Wednesday, but
ends with Easter. And Easter proclaims that, through Christ, God resurrects us from our 7:00A.M., 12:05P.M.,

dust and ashes, makes us new creatures and brings life out of death.

and 7:00rP.M.

Andy Menth
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