
1 

  

 

Advent, one of two penitential seasons in our church 
calendar year, calls us to face that question straight on.  
It is easy to allow our culture to lull us into a state of 
complacency.  Nothing seems to matter too much to us 
these days.  Like in the days prior to the fall of the 
Roman empire when the people were fed a steady diet 
of circuses and festivals, our culture seems to pay no 
attention to the signs which point to our culture being 
in grave danger.  Instead, we have developed an 
increased focus on entertainment and escape. 
 
As followers of Christ, it is imperative that we resist 
our culture’s proclivity towards numbness and stay 
alert and active in growing in our trust relationship 
with the Lord.  And we can. Through fellowship, 
prayer, and study of the scriptures, in addition to 
acting on the promptings of the Holy Spirit to show 
grace and love towards all God brings our way, our 
faith is strengthened and we find our spirits prepared 
to receive Christ.  My hope for us this Advent season is 
that as a community of believers we will find our faith 
renewed and our passion to follow Jesus confirmed 
over these next few weeks.  If we do this, we’ll be 
ready, no matter when Jesus returns. 
 
 

“May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you 
through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful and he will do 
it.” 1 Thes 5:23-4. 

 
By Grace, 

 
Kevin Jones 

Dear St. Peter’s Church Family, 

There is much speculation currently in our culture 
about the end of the world.  Part of this is being driven 
by Hollywood and the release of the movie “2012,” 
which draws upon the end of the Mayan calendar, and 
consequently the end of the world.  The premise is 
that the Mayan’s knew something the rest of the 
world was not privy to.  Since their calendar doesn’t 
go past 2012, we must be living in the last days. 
 
I don’t know when the world is going to end.  I do 
know that today is a good day for us to consider how 
prepared we are.  We believe, as Christians, that Jesus 
will someday fulfill his promise to return.  He said: 
 

“At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn.  
They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
the sky, with power and great glory.  And he will send 
his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather 
his elect from the four winds, from one end of the 
heavens to the other.”  Matthew 24:30-31 

 
And again: 
 

 "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
and on the earth distress among nations confused by the 
roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from 
fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they 
will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power 
and great glory. Now when these things begin to take 
place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near."  Luke 21:25-28 

 

This is good news for us.  In a world in which spiritual 
darkness and confusion seem to be increasing by the 
moment, it is comforting to know we can place our 
hope in these promises that Jesus is coming back, that 
he will return to take his place of honor and glory, and 
that we will be included in that kingdom.  The bigger 
question is, are we ready? 
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The Crossed Keys 

Rest eternal, grant to these, O Lord; 

and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We remember: 

Deanna Bess George 
John L. Kobielusz Jr. 

 

May their souls, and all the souls of all the faithfully 

departed,  through the mercy of God, rest in 

peace. 

VESTRY MEMBERS 2009  
Debbie Ebia, Senior Warden•Cara Nicholls, Junior Warden 

Jim Benepe•Gary  Benson•Maria Black•Mike Board•John Chase•Jack Fritz•Theresa Miller•M. V. Morton 
Randy Stout•Diana York  

 As I look back on these past three years as a vestry member, I realize that it takes all of us to make St. Peter’s the 
light it is in our community and for our families. We all have different gifts and things we are passionate about. We are 
encouraged to continue and expand our personal ministries. We have worked on everything from keeping up the physical 
appearance of this magnificent house of worship to medical missions and building homes in Mexico.  The most significant 
experience during my term was the transition from Fr. Dave to getting the person best qualified to be our shepherd. I am 
sure we would all agree that we have that right person.  
 
 I am very grateful for having had the opportunity to work with such incredibly capable, talented people. What-
ever is on the future vestry’s agenda, I know it will be dealt with in a manner most beneficial to St. Peter’s. 

Maria Black 
Vestry 

St Margaret's annual Christmas Party and potluck dinner will be at 6:00 P.M. on Wednesday, December 9, at 
344 West Mountain View Drive. Contact Connie Wilson (672-7388) to check on what to contribute to the 
dinner, and shop The Red Door for a $5 gift for the gift exchange. If you need directions or a ride that evening 
contact Bert Thompson (674-8578). 

 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like men waiting for their master 
to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the 
door for him. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I 
tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and 
wait on them. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in 
the second or third watch of the night. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at 
what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be 
ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 

Luke 12:35-40 

 If you have returned your pledge card, thank you. If you have not, please do so soon.  The Vestry is in the 
process of putting together next year’s budget, and having the pledge cards is a huge help. 

The deadline for annual meeting reports is January 10, 2010. 
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The Gift Shop in our Parish Hall has many things to help 
everyone observe this Advent Season in a spiritual – and fun 
way.  To help us in our growth through Advent – as we 
await the birth of our Savior – this Sunday, December 6, we 
offer all Advent related items at a 10% discount.  Do come 
and look to see what could best serve you and your family 
to help keep focus on this blessed season.  

The third annual St. Peter’s ornament is displayed in the 
Narthex – and available for sale at the Gift Shop.  The 
leather stamp has been donated by King’s Saddlery – and 
the ornament is a handsome leather piece – something to 
keep 

 

keep for many years to come.   Next Sunday, December 6, 
we are sponsoring a special promotion and offer these 
treasured ornaments for only $5.00 each. 

Looking for a stocking stuffer – a charming gift – or a new 
bible?  Check-out the Gift Shop and be surprised what is 
waiting for you. 

Your support of the Gift Shop helps support your parish.  
Happy volunteers await your participation. 

 

 

  

  

The Crossed Keys 

Thank you . . .  

. . . Helen Lundy for the new riding lawnmower;  

. . .Marcus York for tending the grounds all summer long and for 

clearing away the fall leaves;  

. . . Fred Gutz for maintaining the sprinkler system; and  

. . . Connie and Jack Wilson, Helen Lundy, Janet Holcomb, 

Marion Newton, Pat Spear, Phoebe and George Gligorea, and Vi 

Fitzpatrick for assembling The Crossed Keys every month. It would 

never make into the mail if not for all of you!  

ST. PETERõS GIFT SHOP 

Mary Dailey 
Chairperson 

During  the past two months, we have been studying the 
gospels to learn more about who Jesus is.  Last night in 
Senior High youth group we read and studied Acts 2.  
We focused on the sovereignty of Jesus and how impor-
tant his death and resurrection is to the Christian faith.  
We ended our study by imagining what we would an-
swer when one of our friends asks why we have been 
studying about Jesus. 
 
Why is it that we would wait for “one of our friends” to 
ask us about our faith?  We need to share our faith and 
pass the hope of Jesus to our friends before they ask.  As 
we discussed this issue last night, our students shared 
that the reason why people don’t share their faith boils 
down to a fear of rejection.  If I share my faith in Jesus 
with someone, he or she might not like me.  Even as I  

Wednesday, December 23: 
No Jr. High 

 
Sunday, December 27:  

Mountain Sledding Day 
(No night meeting) 

 

type this it sounds silly; I mean, if they were my friends 
wouldn’t I want to share with them the joy, encourage-
ment and comfort that having a relationship with Jesus 
brings? 
 
The series of studies we have been in is called Jesus the 
Reason.  This Christmas season when you have conver-
sations with friends and family about the holidays, think 
about how you could answer them while pointing to 
Jesus.  Christmas may be one of the easiest ways to bring 
up your faith in a conversation with a friend or family 
member.  After all, Jesus is the reason for the season. 
 

Peace, 
Andy 

 

Wednesday December 30:  
Jr. High Hangout day 
(No night meeting) 
 
Sunday, January 3:  
 Sr. High Youth Group @ 7 P.M . 
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 The Crossed Keys 

PRAYER FOR THE ELECTION OF A NEW BISHOP 

 

Eternal God, our sovereign Creator, Redeemer and Guide, in your mercy give your Church in the Diocese of 

Wyoming a shepherd after your own heart who will walk in your ways and, with loving care, watch over 

your people. 

   

Grant us a leader with your vision and a teacher of your truth, so your Church may be built up and your 

name glorified; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the 
Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall 
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory  
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  

  

Luke 2:8-14 

http://scriptures.lds.org/luke/2/luke/2/9a
http://scriptures.lds.org/luke/2/luke/2/10a
http://scriptures.lds.org/luke/2/luke/2/10b
http://scriptures.lds.org/luke/2/luke/2/11a
http://scriptures.lds.org/luke/2/luke/2/11b
http://scriptures.lds.org/luke/2/luke/2/11c
http://scriptures.lds.org/luke/2/luke/2/12a
http://scriptures.lds.org/luke/2/luke/2/14a
http://scriptures.lds.org/luke/2/luke/2/14b

