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Dear St. Peter’s Church Family,

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
him.” (Col 3:17).

With the recent snows and the current “Indian
Summer feel” to the air, it is appropriate for us to
consider the change in seasons and the upcoming
Holidays, which are right around the corner. Within
the church there is currently a flurry of activity. The
Women of St. Peter’s are busy preparing crafts for the
annual Christmas Bazaar (November 21), Andy has
just returned from a youth trip (Jr. Highers) and is
preparing for another trip this weekend (Sr. Highers),
and a missions team is preparing to head south to
Juarez for the Fall house build with Casas por Cristo.

All of this busy-ness represents the significant
ministry that happens around this place on a regular
basis and has come to symbolize who we are. Our
identity is growing and changing. The annual
Christmas Bazaar is an important link to our past.
Since at least the early 1950s, the ladies have gathered
up crafts and offered them to the Sheridan
Community. The bazaar is always a highly energetic
event and the day itself is gratifying for those who
spend hours every week all throughout the year
preparing items for sale. Ifind the most exciting
component to be the day in December when the ladies
gather to give away all of the money they have made,
not only from the bazaar, but also from the year’s Red
Door sales. Last year they gave away over $27,500 to a
variety of local, national, and international
organizations involved in ministry and mission. St.
Peter’s tradition of reaching out to those less fortunate
is long and storied.

We also have a significant tradition of reaching out to
the youth of our church. The particular giftedness that
Andy brings to our ministry is highlighted by his
effectiveness at bringing in youth from the community
that don’t have any church home. He is great with
kids from St. Peter’s, but he doesn’t stop there. He is
always looking to minister to the needs of Sheridan’s
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youth, regardless of where they attend (or if they
attend) church. In this way our outreach has a direct
and substantial impact on present-day Sheridan, and
our trust is that we are also shaping the future of our
church and community. Investment in our youth pays
a dividend now and in the future of our church and
community.

Although our cross-cultural mission’s work in Juarez is
arelatively new development, it is one that the church
has truly taken to. We were thinking through the
number of congregation members who have been to
Juarez since we started going down there in 2002 and
came up with over 50 people, just off the top of our
heads! This does not include people from our
community or people we have connections with who
live outside our community who have made the trek.
This is particularly exciting to me, in that I believe
there is no greater tool for immediate discipleship than
short-term missions work. The impact it has on us is
equal to, if not greater than, the impact it has upon the
lives of those to whom we are ministering in Juarez.
This trip is a “win-win” in every sense. [ am also
excited that we are increasing the number of houses we
are building each year. Last year we built three houses
(all singles) and this year we will build three houses
(two doubles and a single). We're hoping to turn those
“threes” into “fours” next year.

As our friend, Bishop Vernon Strickland, says, “The
church is the one organization that exists for the
benetit of those who don’t belong toit.” A
congregation that is too focused upon its own growth
and nurturance ends up applying consumer principles
to Christian spiritual matters. Conversely, a
congregation that is too bent on “doing” runs the risk
of losing sight of the reasons why they exist in the first
place. In order for a congregation to be really healthy,
there must be a balance between caring for its own
spiritual needs and meeting the physical and spiritual
needs of those outside the church.

St. Peter’s continues to strive towards maintaining
such balance. In addition to the activity in this
building today, I am reminded that Thursday morning
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the men’s bible study (which is examining The
Purpose Driven Life) meets. In addition, there is a
women’s bible study set to launch this month
(Thursdays, 12:15 to 1:00 p.m.—bring a lunch), our
adult Sunday School class meets every week between
services at 9:00 (we’ve just begun studying the book of
Romans), and there are a handful of other small group
bible studies which meet throughout the week. If you
are interested in any of these studies, please contact
me at 674-7655 and I'll be glad to give you more
information about how you can get involved.

Finally, we are doing a little house cleaning. In the
basement of the church there are a number of stained
glass windows left over from years past when the
present windows in the sanctuary were added. The
longer they sit in the basement, the more they seem to
be deteriorating. Recently, we decided to offer them
for sale to anyone who is interested on a first-come-
first-served basis. There are approximately 20
windows of various sizes for sale from $15 to $50,
depending on their size. If you are interested, I would
encourage you to come down to the church to see if
any suit your needs. Any that are remaining will be
available to the general public during the Christmas
Bazaar. We'll use the money generated to do
maintenance on the stained glass windows that are
now in the church.

[ am thankful to God for the grace and goodness he
has blessed us with as members of this community at
St. Peter’s. I hope and pray you find plenty for which
to be thankful as we head into the Holidays!

By Grace,

oo o

Kevin Jones

Rest eternal, grant to her, O Lord;
and let light perpetual shine upon her.

We remember:

Kathleen Cece

May her soul,

and all the souls of all the faithfully departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

«-I-»

YOUTH GROUP NEWw/g

After an hour or so I was able to work past the smell
of dirty socks and a variety of teenage body odors. I
then looked at my watch and knew that if I went to
sleep, I would be able to get a solid five hours. It is
315 in the morning, and I give out my “last
warning” (which, for some reason, seems to have
worked). With that said, overall this was a great
night.

During the past few months we have been working
with the Junior High students in the way they treat
each other. We have a handful of new students who
have been attending youth group, and their treatment
of each other during our small group time has been
improving. Knowing that a little more time together
would help, we decided to take a trip to Billings to
make new friendships and memories. Friday night we
studied 1 Corinthians 12:15-27. This was a great piece
of scripture for the students to help understand each
other. After naming each of the students a body part
(read the scripture to understand), we went around
and discussed how each of them are different but also
part of the body of Christ.

Saturday morning we woke up early and headed to the
indoor water park. In between swimming, eating, and
hanging out at the mall, we were able to work on our
friendships and get to know each other better. The
weekend was a victory!

In two days, I leave with our Senior High group to
hopefully accomplish the same successes (minus the
smelly socks).

Please continue to pray for our youth group as we look
for mentors for our students. If you are interested,
please give me a call - 751-5625 or stop me at church.

Peace,
Andy Menth

News From 7-Up Clup

The 7-up Club children will be performing
during the offertory at the 10 a.m. service on
November 15. Parents, please bring your
children to practices each Sunday morning
until then. Thanks! Bert Thompson and Theo
Powers
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Book Review

Called Out of Darkness — A Spiritual Confession
by Anne Rice

Before writing this memoir describing her return to the Christian faith, Anne Rice wrote more than 20 fiction
novels, including the famous Interview with a Vampire series. This brief yet powerful memoir presents the author’s
reflections on her early childhood faith and describes how these experiences made it possible to return to faith after a
nearly 40-year absence.

The memoir describes in great detail the sights, sounds, and smells of Anne Rice’s preschool experiences in
several neighborhood Catholic churches in New Orleans. She describes summer evening services in a small chapel
without air conditioning, where the “thick delicious perfume” of incense mixed with summer breezes from the open
floor-length windows. Prayers and Latin hymns helped create a “tapestry of beauty and worship.” These experiences
forged an early and unquestioning faith in God. The author describes her very personal relationship with God, saying,
“He was most definitely there. He was splendidly and miraculously there. He was also completely accessible. We
talked to Him. We told Him our prayers and our thoughts.” Anne Rice summarizes this period in her life: “My
concept of God came through the spoken words of my mother, and also the intensely beautiful experiences I had in
church.”

As the author attended Catholic grade school and high school, her religious devotion was strengthened
through learning about the history of Christianity and the Bible. However, she also faced many challenges to her faith
and happiness, including the loss of an alcoholic parent and a move during high school from Louisiana to Texas.

Adolescence struck in the midst of many complications. Speaking of this time, she says, “I needn’t linger on
the blunders or trials of this period, except to say that religion became mixed up with it. I think that I lost my
intimate conversations with God during this period. I think I stopped talking to Him and looking to Him to help me
—long before I lost my faith.”

When Anne Rice was 18 and for the next 38 years she stopped being a Catholic and a Christian. During this
time she was married, mothered two children, and wrote many bestselling novels. Her first and most famous novel
was Interview with a Vampire. Although she didn’t realize it at the time, she later described how “The novel was . . . an
obvious lament for my lost faith. The vampires roam in a world without God; and Louis, the heartbroken hero,
searches for a meaningful context in vain.”

Happily, the story ends with Anne Rice rediscovering her faith and dedicating herself to researching and
writing novels about Jesus Christ. At least one of these novels is available in paperback: Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt.

Reading Anne Rice’s memoir reminded me in many ways of my own childhood experiences. I am eternally
grateful to my mom, and also to both of my grandmothers, for providing many memorable early childhood
experiences in church and for helping me to establish a trusting relationship with God as a child. This helped me
immeasurably through many challenges and trials in my own life.

[ have heard parents contend that they do not want to raise their children in a particular church or religion,
that instead they prefer the children be allowed to make their own decisions about faith at an older age. I can't
imagine how much more difficult it will be for these children when they become adults to enter into a relationship
with God as we are instructed to do, with the trust and sincerity of a little child.

Jack Fritz
Vestry

VESTRY MEMBERS 2009
Debbie Ebia, Senior Warden ¢ Cara Nicholls, Junior Warden

Jim Benepe ¢ Gary Benson e Maria Black e Mike Board ¢ John Chase ¢ Jack Fritz e Theresa Millere M. V. Morton
Randy Stout ¢ Diana York

Special thanks to Karen Nicolarsen and Liz Rossa for grooming the flower beds!
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Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name. For the LORD is good and his love endures forever
his faithfulness continues through all generations.

Happy Thanksgiving!



