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AUGUST 2009                   ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Kevin’s Corner . . .  
recommendation of the Evangelism Committee to 
discharge (i.e. kill) Resolution C069 that affirms 
the uniqueness of Jesus Christ in a multi-faith 
world.  This is troubling to me because it erodes 
away the foundation of our faith at the most basic 
level. To be a Christian is to acknowledge the 
uniqueness of Jesus as fully Divine and fully 
human and to accept that his death counted as a 
substitutionary punishment for the sins of all who 
come to believe in him as Lord and Savior.  This is 
acknowledged and plainly stated in our own 
Baptismal covenant.  

My objective in drawing your attention to 
these things is so you will become better informed 
and  that you will take the opportunity to 
carefully think through why you believe what you 
believe regarding these issues.  Episcopalians have 
traditionally viewed the scriptures as our primary 
source of authority.  In matters where the 
scriptures are silent, we turn to the teaching of the 
Church Fathers.  If there is no consensus there, we 
use reason.  I would urge you to apply these three 
sources of authority as you think through these 
issues.  

On Sunday, July 26, we dedicated the 
Adult Ed Sunday School session to a discussion of 
these issues.  Around 20 people turned out to 
express their feelings.  We will have additional 
discussion sessions if there is sufficient interest.  
My concern is to provide a pastoral response to 
these issues.  If you would like to express your 
feelings, please contact me at 674-7655. 
Bishop Search, etc. 
 We are in the midst of searching for a new 
Bishop in the Diocese of Wyoming.  This is a  

Dear St. Peter’s Church Family, 
There is much news to discuss this 

month, but I feel compelled to address some of 
the issues that have come up with respect to The 
Episcopal Church’s (TEC) General Convention, 
which concluded this past month in Anaheim, 
California.  There were many resolutions that 
passed which are sure to generate some contro-
versy and difficulty in our relationship with the 
Worldwide Anglican Communion.  Here is  a 
brief description of  some of the bills that passed 
at the Convention.  

In spite of a passionate plea against its 
passage from the Archbishop of Canterbury,  a 
resolution was passed with overwhelming sup-
port of lay, clergy and bishops that effectively 
ends the 2006 General Convention’s moratorium 
on non-celibate gay bishops in the church.  Our 
bishop and delegates voted for this resolution.  
 The church cannot discriminate against 
persons who seek ordination in TEC because 
they are transgender, transsexual or transvestite, 
according to Resolution C001. 

Episcopalians should now work against 
“Defense of Marriage” statutes or constitutional 
amendments that come before their states, ac-
cording to Resolution C023. This resolution was 
passed by the House of Deputies, but is still 
pending approval by the House of Bishops 

The Episcopal Church will now collect 
and develop rites for same-sex blessings before 
the next General Convention in 2011, and in the 
meantime each bishop will decide whether or not 
same-sex blessings will be sanctioned in their 
diocese (Resolution C056).  

Perhaps the most troubling resolution 
was one that was voted down by the House of 
Deputies.  They voted to accept the  
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crucial month for us as the application process runs 
through August 31.  Please pray for God’s guidance 
for those considering whether or not to apply. Also,  
keep in your daily prayers that God’s hand would 
be upon the search committee as they begin to sift 
through the applications.  Bishop Caldwell will 
make his final visit as Bishop of Wyoming to St. 
Peter’s on Sunday, August 16.    
 Fr. Dave Duprey will also be in town that 
week and will be leading the service in Birney, 
Montana, that same Sunday at 4:00 p.m.  Please 
know that an invitation has been extended by the 
Birney community to all at St. Peter’s to enjoy 
worship with them that Sunday.  A  potluck dinner 
will immediately follow the service. 
Coming up . . . 
 Mark your calendar for a special night of 
beautiful music.  A few years ago, Sheridan’s own 
Karen Clift and an organist from Washington, 
D.C., Sam Carabetta, held a concert in our 
sanctuary as a fundraiser for the organ pipe 
expansion.  Now that the expansion has been 
completed, they have graciously agreed to return to 
show off the pipes in what will be a fundraiser for 
the orphanage in Nairobi.  Pastor Karau from 
Nairobi will join us that evening to give us some 
insight on the lives that have been changed by this 
ministry.  Ticket information will be available soon. 
Our House 
 And finally, it gives me great pleasure to 
announce that we have moved back into our home!!  
We spent our first night there on Friday, July 31.  It 
wasn’t the best night’s sleep we have ever enjoyed, 
but it is getting better all the time.  The house is 
not completely finished yet, but we do have the 
permit to occupy the house, so we are occupying.  
Thank you for all of your support throughout the 
past 10 + months.  It has been a very difficult time 
but has been made bearable because of the support, 
prayers, and encouragement by all of you, our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  We have been 
amazed and humbled by the care you have lavished 
upon us.  Truly, we are blessed and privileged to 
live in this community. 
By Grace, 

 
Kevin Jones 
Rector   

RRRRest eternal, grant to these, O Lord; 
and let light perpetual shine upon them.  

 
  

Roger S. Bent 
Thelma O. Bent 

Venida Prentice Fritz 
Kathryn “Kay” Hart Ingersoll 

Rebecca Notti 
 

    
MMMMay their souls, and all the souls of all the 
faithfully departed,  through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace. 
    

    
PPPPRAYERRAYERRAYERRAYER    FORFORFORFOR    THETHETHETHE    EEEELECTIONLECTIONLECTIONLECTION    OFOFOFOF    AAAA    NNNNEWEWEWEW    BBBBISHOPISHOPISHOPISHOP    

    
Eternal God, our sovereign Creator, Redeemer 
and Guide, in your mercy give your Church in 
the Diocese of Wyoming    a shepherd after your 
own heart who will walk in your ways and, with 
loving care, watch over your people. 
   
Grant us a leader with your vision and a teacher 
of your truth, so your Church may be built up 
and your name glorified; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

The Search Committee has published 
the new Profile for the Diocese of 
Wyoming. To view the Profile, go to 
www.wyomingbishopsearch.com.   
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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN TRIENNIAL CONVENTION 
 Good fortune was mine to be a delegate from 
Wyoming for the ECW Triennial Convention in 
Anaheim, California, in July. Over 600 women attended 
from all nine provinces and foreign countries.  

 ECW (Episcopal Church Women) is alive and 
well.  We worked, sang, renewed friendships, made and 
spent money for worthy projects and loved and praised the 
Lord. Our theme was “Grow in Grace.” 

 There were wonderful speakers, including the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the presiding bishop of the 
USEC.  They set a much softer tone of unity than 
previous conventions. 

 We enjoyed workshops from music, Bible study, 
Spanish, and self-improvement, “Get over yourself—God is 
here.” There were 45 to choose from. 

 Mission conversation was taught for sharing our 
individual stories in the church and how we can use these 
to help our church to grow. 

 Several groups doing mission work gave reports 
“women to women,” to help women grow, gain education, 
provide seed money for income projects and strengthen 
communities.  “Women of Vision” is a spiritually-based 
Leadership Development program. 

 The Holy Eucharists were exceptional with 
beautiful music and great sermons.  These were shared 
daily with all three houses: the House of Bishops, House 
of Deputies and ECW. Approximately 1800 were in 
attendance.  Some of these added Spanish and Native 
American music. 

 This report only shows highlights of ten days of 
convention. 

 The national church is $23,000,000 short for the 
budget. 

 The National Cathedral, Washington, D.C., 
needs your help financially and prayerfully. It does not 
have a regular congregation and depends on 
contributions.  The building is in need of continual 
repairs. Mary Daily and I can present a slide show for a 
program; just contact one of us. 

 The Episcopal Church has a project of building 
64 homes in New Orleans.  During convention, over 
$100,000 was raised for that purpose.  Elizabeth von 
Trapp gave a free concert for this project called “The 
Jericho Road.” She is the granddaughter of the famous 
von Trapp family. 

 United Thank Offering (UTO) granted over 
$3,000,000 to very needy projects around the world.  
 Episcopal Relief Development (the original 
Bishops’ Fund for World Relief) has a project called “Nets 
for Life.”  This has reached two and a half million lives 
with nets to help stamp out malaria.  One net costs $12. 

 The Altar Guild did a magnificent job, as ours 
does. They worked daily for the Holy Eucharists to serve 
over 1800 worshipers at 10 stations. 

 Church Periodical Club (CPC) also met and 
granted about $40,00 for books for seminarians, libraries, 
and children. We had some sadness during this time. Our 
new CPC president was admitted to the hospital with 
pneumonia and leukemia, and the vice president had a 
heart attack and kidney failure. 

 It has been a privilege to serve on the national 
CPC board for over ten years. Thank you for your support 
of this worthy project; i.e., to promote reading and 
education with “Sister Penny,” our mascot. These years 
have been a growing, learning, spiritual, and sometimes 
trying time for me. 

 A great high point was when Marcia Himes of 
Riverton was elected to a three-year term as president of 
the National Episcopal Church Women. Marcia is 
extremely qualified, spiritual, and well organized. It is no 
small feat to be elected to this position from a very 
sparsely populated diocese and province. 

 The communion of Episcopal Church 
Women is alive and well and doing great mission 
work, as it has since 1872, and the Women of St. 
Peter’s have a purpose to work together, have fun, 
worship the Lord, and make and give away money to 
worthy causes.  Think about joining us in some 
aspect and share your gifts.  

Lois Hall, Representative 
Church Periodical Club  

Province VI 
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 All women of St. Peter’s are invited to come to any of the Women’s Council meetings on the first 
Wednesday of every month, September through May, at 9 A.M., in the parish hall.  The first meeting for the new 
season is on September 2.  All women are invited as well to join any of the many women’s groups:   

Parish Hall Mercantile.  The Mercantile sells Bibles, 
The Book of Common Prayer, and Christian jewelry, 
as well as many other items.  All proceeds are 
donated to charity through the Women of St. 
Peter’s.  For more information, contact the church 
office. 

St. Nicholas Guild.  These ladies are the elves who 
supply the handcrafted items for the Christmas 
bazaar.   They meet Wednesday mornings—winter, 
spring, summer, and fall—at 9 A.M. in the craft room 
located on the second floor of the parish hall.   

St. Margaret’s Guild.  With the exception of the 
summer months, St. Margaret’s Guild meets on the 
third Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.  in the 
Library.  the monthly meetings include devotions, 
an interesting program, dessert, and fellowship.  For 
more information contact Connie Wilson (672-
7388) or Karen Luszcz (672-5159). 

The Red Door.  The Red Door sells donated items 
inexpensively every Thursday all year long; it is a 
thriving enterprise!  In addition to the ladies who 
tend to the cash register and customers on 
Thursdays, there is a group of behind-the-scenes 
ladies who sort and stock new merchandise.  They 
work very hard to make The Red Door a favorite 
thrift shop in Sheridan.  Weekly, the choir room is 
filled with new donations.  Helpers are welcome.  
Contact Vickie Farrington (752-6396) or Barb 
Hansen (674-6855). 

Prayer Shawl Ministry.  This group of women knits or 
crochets prayer shawls, which are then blessed and 
given away.  For more information contact Bert 
Thompson (674-8578).   

Crossed Keys 

FIRST AID AND CPR CLASSES 

On Saturday, August 29, 2009, Parish Nurse Jodene Prusak will teach CPR from 8 A.M. to noon and First Aid 
from 1 P.M. to 4 P.M. in the Parish Hall.   Each class is limited to eight people, so sign up early.  To do that, you 
may call the church office (674-7655) or put your name on the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall.  The fee is $8 
for one class or $10 for both.   

 

Library.  As well as the expected librarian duties, the 
ladies of the Library read, then sort and shelve the 
many books that are donated.  All of the books are 
Christian based, whether they be works of fiction 
or books for research.  

Daughters of the King.  The Daughters of the King is a  
group of prayer warriors and its sole function is to 
pray. At this time, St. Peter’s chapter of DOK is 
looking for someone to lead it.  If that is something 
you feel called to do, please contact the church 
office for more information.   

Altar Guild.  The Altar Guild is responsible for 
preparing the elements of the Eucharist every 
Sunday and on holy days.  It is also responsible for 
cleaning the church and chapel altars, caring for 
altar linens and vestments, and ordering supplies 
and flowers.  It decorates for special services and 
prepares the church for funerals.  As well, the altar 
guild prepares candies and dozens of cookies for the 
Christmas bazaar.   

Wedding Guild.  The wedding guild is the liaison 
between the Altar Guild, the bride and groom, and 
the rector.  Its members assist at the wedding 
rehearsal, as well as before, during and after the 
wedding.   Contact Vickie Farrington (752-6396) if 
you are interested in joining. 

Teas and Receptions.  This is an on-call group that 
hosts after-funeral luncheons, celebratory events, 
and consistory lunches, to name a few.  Teas and 
Receptions is comprised of a few talented and hard-
working women, and new members would be most 
welcome!  If you are interested in helping, contact 
the church office. 
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VESTRY MEMBERS 
2009 

Debbie Ebia • 
Senior Warden 

Cara Nicholls • 
Junior Warden 

Jim Benepe  
Gary  Benson 
Maria Black 
Mike Board 
John Chase 
Jack Fritz 

Theresa Miller 
M. V. Morton 
Randy Stout 
Diana York     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray 
daily for our 

Vestry 
members and 

for their 
ministry to  
St. Peter’s. 

THE VESTRY 
MEETS ON THE 

THIRD MONDAY 
OF THE MONTH 

FROM THE VESTRY . . .  

 As a person who has spent practically his entire adult life in the area of physical 
fitness (30 years as an elementary and middle school physical education teacher and track 
coach) and now having the opportunity as a new vestry member to pen his month’s article for 
the Crossed Keys, I started thinking about the relationship of fitness to faith. This gave rise to 
several questions.  Should a Christian exercise?  What does the Bible say about health and 
exercise? And, what is the connection between being spiritually well and physically well? 

 First Timothy 4:8 informs us, “For physical training is of some value, but godliness 
has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.” Paul’s 
athletic metaphor in First Corinthians 9:24-27 mentions physical training in illustrating 
spiritual truth. “Do you know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? 
Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict 
training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last 
forever . . . .” Paul’s message was readily understood in Corinth, the site of the Isthmus 
Games, an Olympic-style competition held every two years in which the winners received 
wreaths they wore as crowns. 

 The apostle further writes “. . . I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I 
have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.” Paul’s statement 
builds on his athletic metaphor describing athletic discipline and preparation. 

 From a faith perspective, a healthy life is one driven by love, love of the body created 
for us, love of our neighbor, and love for the global community, according to Tom Hafer, 
author of Faith and Fitness: Diet for a Better World. As a registered physical therapist, 
athletic trainer, and graduate of the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, Hafer is 
in a unique position to look at Bible basics when it comes to nutrition and exercise. Hafer 
looks at diet and exercise for the sake of the community. He suggests that our motivation for 
keeping in shape needs to be motivated from an internal source—as a response to our 
relationship with God, a way to faithfully honor God’s creation, the miraculous human body. 

 Through that relationship with God, Hafer suggests a three-fold paradigm shift or 
change in belief. First is to simplify our needs and allow love (not money or anything) to be 
the primary motivator for our actions. The author offers numerous examples of senior 
citizens he has worked with who have found that love, in the end, is what makes life worth 
living. Second is to change our nutrition perspective from a “need-to-lose-weight” model to a 
“need-to-feed-others” model. “When we show compassion for the poor, we take a bold step 
back to refocus. And then by eating only our share and feeding the poor with our abundance, 
we then feed the healthy and moral way of thinking,” he further suggests. The third and final 
shift is to care for yourself to better care for others through the discipline of exercise. Fitness 
is also a part of loving the community since this gives us the ability to serve others. 

 So, do you feel God created us to be active? In fact, God did intend for us to be very 
active. Ultimately, we all need to find the right path to healthy living, to protecting and 
caring for the mind and body God gave us. A healthier mind and body is within our reach, 
and by achieving good health, our relationship with God can grow. 

Mike Board 
Vestry 

I can do all things through him who strengthens me.  Philippians 4:13 
 

Crossed Keys 
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x 
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Jr. EYC meets at 7 P.M. Wednesdays 

& 
Sr. EYC meets at 7 P.M. Sundays  

in the Parish Hall basement. 
~ 

For more information, contact Andy Menth 
at 674-7655. 

Crossed Keys 

 Here I am in the middle of one of the most enjoyable and gratifying summers to date.  So far this 
summer I have been able to get to know a lot of different kids and have really had a chance to be a positive 
influence. I know that the youth today will soon be the leaders here at St. Peter’s and throughout our 
community.  So why not try to influence them in a way that is fun and beneficial? 
 
 Today, Andy and I had the opportunity to take a vanload of kids to Buffalo to enjoy the pool. On the 
way there, it started raining, and we were starting to wonder if we should even continue our trip, but 
within a few seconds, we both realized that it isn’t about the swimming. It’s just about building 
relationships with teenagers. Trips are one of the best ways for us to really get to know these kids. This is 
why we push them so much with our youth program. One of the big events we have planned for this 
summer is a trip to Great Falls, Montana, on August 14 through August 15.  On this trip, we will be doing 
just about everything as a group, which really gets everyone’s personality to come through. The activities 
we will be doing are visiting a water park, shopping, and attending a music festival.  We are hoping that 
this trip really involves the younger youth stepping up into leadership positions.  EYC the past few years 
has had a really strong following with a group of kids, and this year a lot of them graduated and will be 
moving onto other things. Andy and I would really enjoy it if these younger guys and gals could fill the 
rather large shoes these seniors are now leaving empty. 
 
 There are big changes at EYC, and we are excited to see how exactly everything will turn out.  We 
also have planned a fun evening of movie watching.  We are planning an event that involves watching all 
three movies of a trilogy, and doing hot wing eating contests between each movie.  Some names we are 
throwing around are “Lord of the Wings,” “Wing Wars,” and possibly “Wingdiana Jones.” This should be a 
fun evening of fellowship.   
 
 Stay tuned for another update in a couple of months on the youth of St. Peter’s. 
 

Josh Law 
Intern 
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Many can remember the landing of Apollo 11 on the moon on July 20, 1969, and most know the famous words 
spoken by Neil Armstrong when he stepped onto the moon: “One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”  
But possibly only a few know that Buzz Aldrin (who served as lunar module pilot for Apollo 11 and who followed 
Neil Armstrong onto the lunar surface that day) had with him on that mission reserved sacrament.  He related the 
following in Guideposts and in The Anglican Digest, 1994: 

On the day of the moon landing, we awoke at 5:30 a.m., Houston time.  Neil and I separated from 
Mike Collins in the command module.  Our powered descent was right on schedule.  With only 
seconds worth of fuel left, we touched down at 3:30 p.m. . . . Now was the moment for 
Communion. 

So I unstowed the elements in their flight packets.  I put them and the Scripture reading in the 
little table in front of the abort guidance-system computer.  Then I called back to Houston.  
“Houston, this is Eagle.  This is LM Pilot speaking.  I would like to request a few moments of 
silence.  I would like to invite each person listening in, wherever and whoever he may be, to 
contemplate for a moment the events of the past few hours and to give thanks in his own 
individual way.’ 

For me, this meant taking Communion.  In the blackout I opened the little plastic  packages which 
contained bread and wine. I poured wine into the chalice my parish had given me.  In the one-sixth 
gravity of the moon, the wine curled slowly and gracefully up in the cup.  It was interesting to think 
that the very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the first food eaten there, were consecrated 
elements. 

Just before I partook of the elements, I read the words which I had chosen to indicate our trust that 
as man probes into space, we are in fact acting in Christ.  I sensed especially strongly a unity with 
our church back home and with the Church everywhere.   

I read:  “I am the vine, you are the branches.  Whoever remains in me, and I in him, will 
bear much fruit; for you can do nothing without me.” 

Dr. Aldrin also said that he “had intended to read my communion passage back to earth, but at the last minute Deke 
Slayton [NASA] had requested that I not do this.  NASA was already embroiled in a legal battle with Madelyn 
Murray O’Hare, the celebrated opponent of religion, over the Apollo 8 crew reading from Genesis while orbiting the 
moon at Christmas [1968].” 

NASA kept Dr. Aldrin’s act of worship secret for twenty years.  It was not until his book about his experiences and 
the 1998 HBO mini-series, From the Earth to the Moon, that people were made aware of it. 

 

 
Creator of the universe, your dominion extends through the immensity of space: guide and guard those Creator of the universe, your dominion extends through the immensity of space: guide and guard those Creator of the universe, your dominion extends through the immensity of space: guide and guard those Creator of the universe, your dominion extends through the immensity of space: guide and guard those 
who seek to fathom its mysteries. Save us from arrogance lest we forget that our achievements are who seek to fathom its mysteries. Save us from arrogance lest we forget that our achievements are who seek to fathom its mysteries. Save us from arrogance lest we forget that our achievements are who seek to fathom its mysteries. Save us from arrogance lest we forget that our achievements are 
grounded in you, and, by the grace of your Holy Spirit, protect our travels beyond the reaches of earth, grounded in you, and, by the grace of your Holy Spirit, protect our travels beyond the reaches of earth, grounded in you, and, by the grace of your Holy Spirit, protect our travels beyond the reaches of earth, grounded in you, and, by the grace of your Holy Spirit, protect our travels beyond the reaches of earth, 
that we may glory ever more in the wonder of your creation: through Jesus Christ, your Word, by that we may glory ever more in the wonder of your creation: through Jesus Christ, your Word, by that we may glory ever more in the wonder of your creation: through Jesus Christ, your Word, by that we may glory ever more in the wonder of your creation: through Jesus Christ, your Word, by 
whom all things came to be, who with you and the Holy Sprit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and whom all things came to be, who with you and the Holy Sprit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and whom all things came to be, who with you and the Holy Sprit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and whom all things came to be, who with you and the Holy Sprit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever. ever. ever. ever. Amen....    

Crossed Keys 

“It was interesting to think that the very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the first food “It was interesting to think that the very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the first food “It was interesting to think that the very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the first food “It was interesting to think that the very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the first food 
eaten there . . .”eaten there . . .”eaten there . . .”eaten there . . .”  
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St. Peter’s turn to host Lunch Together is just around the corner: 
August 17 through August 21. This is a valuable ministry for the 
people it serves and a fulfilling one for its volunteers. If you would 
like to help, please sign up on the sheet in the Parish Hall.  

Henry Ward Beecher received a letter which had only one word 
written on it: “Fool.” The following week he read the letter from the 
pulpit, and he told his congregation, “I have received many letters 
from people who have forgotten to sign their names, but this is the 
first time I’ve received a letter from someone who signed his named 
but forgot to write the letter.” 
 

Please make note of our new e-mail address: 

stpeterssheridan@gmail.com.   

After August 31, we will no longer receive e-mail at the Fiberpipe address. 


